Notes for Men of Courage

Key One: Always start with prayer. It should be the start and end of our day, not to mention that God never gets enough prayer from us. He'd love to hear from us more often no matter how often we pray.
The first time I shared with you I disclosed to you about my being raised in the Adventist church and all of the problems that arise from legalistic religion. My long haul of unlearning falsehood and learning to read the Bible with the illumination of the Holy Spirit alone. How I'm constantly learning new things from The Word, and growing in Grace into who God would have me to be. I also fielded questions about the Adventist Church and my testimony that you had, we ran out of time.

So the very next opportunity I took the devotional time again and shared about how best to witness to those stuck in false religions and cults. How such groups borrow Christian terms and give them new twisted definitions which can lead to confusion when sharing God with such people. After all why share with someone who claims to be Born Again...when you don't realize by Born Again they mean being moved to go up practically every summer camp and not a once and for all spiritual rebirth from God the Father. Once again I answered questions.

Tonight I'm going to talk about...sharing your faith with a eternal perspective in mind. I'm going to discuss a number of topics, and share some ideas on how to creatively share your faith without fear. I also expect to answer more questions.

I Wasn't Always Like This...

I had self esteem issues when I was a child. This came mostly because I went through verbal abuse from certain people I knew. I felt I was worthless. Why would anyone listen to such a miscreant as me? I'm still healing from that.

My upbringing made me feel very exclusionary.

We moved so often I never felt comfortable simply talking to people and I had huge issues making friends.

Our family lived a very hypocritical life- on the way to church we'd have loud verbally abusive arguments...but by the time we got out, we'd be acting like our lives were the epitome of perfection.

Things Got Better...

When I was Born Again I found that I was accepted as I was. I didn't need to be perfect to be saved, I didn't need to be better to be safe to save, I just needed to accept Christ's death on the Cross as a substitute for my own and I was made spiritually alive.

I wanted to share my faith...but paradoxically I did not want to share the faith I had at the time.

Growing in my Biblical understanding also caused my confidence to grow.

I grew more confident in my speech, this was a natural progression- I took classes for public speaking although most argued that I had grown comfortable with it before hand.

My shyness in front of people slowly evaporated, opening the ability to share- but the question was still what did I have to share that people would want?

I preached sermons at Mentone SDA church on special occasions, but when asked “Do you want to be a Pastor like your father-” I'd always say no. It wasn't until much later that I learned the depth of the real Gospel and now I know that is what I was born to share.

The Truth Never Changes

The Gospel is still the same.

We are Born Sinners (Spiritually Dead), Sinners are separated from God (God is Holy and Sinners are not), Christ the God-Man came to live a live to fulfill the Law and the Prophets, and Die as a Substitute for the Sinner, and be raised forever more on the Third Day, The Father causes us to seek out eternal things, to seek for the Son, He gives us Faith to Believe in the Son and the Sacrifice, We have the freedom to choose not to believe- but should we chose to Believe unto Salvation. Than we are Spiritually reborn, Filled and sealed by the Holy Spirit. And called to take up our cross daily and follow Him.

Taking up our Cross is in part sharing our Faith in Christ Jesus.

Key 2: God's Words NEVER come back void. You can have confidence that even if it seems that your sharing of the Gospel had no effect...that it will indeed have an affect.
It is living a life that is consistent with our spiritual rebirth and our growth.

We are no longer conformed to this world but transformed by the renewing of our minds.

The Lies Never Change Either
Our Adversary stalks us wanting to devour us.

He condemns us before the throne of God.

He's the one who causes us to dwell on our failures not God.

He's the one who makes us second guess our abilities not God.

He's the one that reminds us that we weren't worth it not God.

And in order to share the faith we have to lean on the strength of God because our strength alone is NEVER enough to wage any kind of warfare with the Devil.

Pride lead to the Fall. It's what trips us up. Arrogance pours from my lips far too often: “Don't worry God I've got this one.”  

The Devil loves to hear that.

Key 3: Never say “I've got this one.” You've never got something under control under your own power. God has ALWAYS got YOUR back. And always has everything covered.
We need to remember to “trust in the Lord with all our hearts and lean not on our own understanding. In all our ways acknowledge Him and He will set our paths straight.”

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”

A Acronym To Share the Gospel  (S.M.A.S.H.)

As I was preparing this devotional I was seeking the Lord to give me an acronym that I could share to remind each one of us about the Gospel and what it is about. Two days ago he gave me the acronym S.M.A.S.H. It is entirely co-incidental that this happened a few nights after watching The Incredible Hulk.

S: Sin separates souls from the Savior. You are born Spiritually Dead just like everyone else. Everyone that is except for the one man who can be your Savior. If you turn down the offer of the Savior you will be separated in your sins away from any hope and help forever. You need this Savior for he is also the-
M: Mediation brings Salvation. Jesus Christ is the only one who can save. He is the Mediator between God and Man. He is the eternal made Incarnate. Living a perfect life the God-Man took ALL SIN upon Himself. He did this to awaken you spiritually, to bring you back to life. For He did not come to make bad people good but to make dead people alive! Look to the Cross and live- saved by Grace through Faith- don't deny so great a Salvation!
A: Alive! Truly Alive! Forever! The moment you believe unto Salvation you are made Spiritually alive. This means that even if you Die you will keep on living. Your last breath here will be your first breath of eternity! Death has truly lost its sting.
S: Secure.  Once saved no one can pluck you out of the hands of your Savior. We are in the hands of the Son and the Father and sealed by the Holy Spirit. Our eternity is anchored in Heaven where our Lord and Savior Christ Jesus intercedes for us- always having our backs.
H: His. Home in Heaven. We are His, Children of the living God. Our home is in Heaven with Christ for Eternity. 
The most important thing about this Acronym is that you can flip the last three to explain what reality without Christ ends up with to those you are sharing with. Alone...Suffering...Hell.
Key 4: Always share with clarity and kindness. Always share the Gospel in all it's aspects, because the Gospel minus Sin/Suffering/Hell aka the hard stuff....is not the Gospel at all but another gospel.
Eternal Perspectives in Sharing the Good News

In 2nd Peter recently we've gone through some passages that paint a very frightening picture about what's to come for the unbeliever. These passages should be an encouragement for us to get out there an actively share our Faith with others. 

God will only be patient with mankind for so long, and we can only do work for the Lord while it is light. And we're only promised to be here on this earth as long as God allows us to be.

On the flip side at the Bema Seat of Christ are you going to have done your best to build on God's foundation with Precious lives/stones through sharing the Gospel  by using your God given talents or are you going to be Born Again and do nothing to further the Kingdom. How many fire extinguishers will they have to use and what will be left to see when all is said and done?

That said I'm not doing it for the reward, I'm doing it to save souls!

Key 5: An eternal perspective should be what drives you to share your faith. Thinking of all the spiritually dead people out there should inspire you to share the truth. And if you pout God's gifts to good use you will be richly rewarded in Heaven for not squandering the talents that God has given you.

Is your treasure in Heaven because that's where your heart will be.
Creatively Sharing Your Faith
Through Film.
The Thief in the Night opening this October in Select Theaters. facebook.com/thethiefinthenight.
Through the written word.

Write a Psalm to the Lord, poetry to share with others, plays, song lyrics- whatever God puts on your heart to put on the page, put on the page.
Through Post-Rapture Care Packets.
By the Grace of God I have a 1TB external hard drive that God led me to fill with over 160 gigs and counting files to help whoever finds my pack after the Rapture to find God through Jesus.

However any flash drive can be turned into a tool of salvation.

2 GB, 4 GB, 6 GB, 8 GB, 16 GB, 32 GB.

Get as many as you can. Find good sermons, podcasts, notes, diagrams- divide them into folders to create structure. Write a personal note or letter, or record a video even to encourage them after the Rapture- to get them engaged in the search for Jesus!

Key 6: Sharing your faith can still happen after you're in Heaven! God is outside of any box...as a child of God I encourage you to think outside of the box to continue sharing your faith long after you've entered eternity.
And finally...
Key 7: No matter what God always has your Back! Not only that but you're filled and sealed with God the Holy Spirit.
John Newton converted slave ship captain said these words: “I am not what I ought to be, I am not what I wish to be, I am not what I hope to be, but by the Grace of God I am not what I was!” 
